
MINUTES 
March 6, 2024, Meeting of the Hollis Brookline Rotary Club 

Enjoying a break from the winds of political discourse, Rotarians met this morning at Hollis Town 
Hall.  

The heart of our president, Josephine Jacques, aches for the people of her native country, Haiti. 
Many years ago, her father had founded a private school on the island. She has personally 
supported the school for years. They’re in particular need right now. The Club is initiating a 
District Grant to provide financial assistance. 

We have open officer positions officers for the coming year. Our small club has large ambitions, 
but we depend on our membership to continue our 28-year mission of community service. The 
4 Way Speech contest will be held at the Lawrence Barn on Tuesday March 19 at 5:30 PM. 
Members willing to help should arrive no later than 5 PM to set up. Donations closed on March 
15 for the expenses of a chaperone for a HBHS trip to Washington, D.C.  Venu Rao and Susan 
Holroyd are working with an HBHS student to revive our Interact Club, in order to provide for 
student-driven charitable activities. This is thanks to the initiative of a remarkable student who 
wants to make it happen. 

We will have a breakfast fellowship get-together at Brookline’s Finest on Monday, March 18 at 8 
AM.  Our giving committee recently donated $2,000 to help Harbor Homes provide services to 
the area’s homeless and needy. 

The Hollis Brookline News, our club’s service project dedicated to providing a community news 
resource, has been especially busy during this election and town meeting season. As always, we 
seek articles, announcements, photos and postings from the public to enable the “paper” to 
serve as a clearinghouse for community information. The assistance of aspiring and week-end 
journalists is welcome. 

Our membership committee is continuing the club’s outreach efforts by organizing a group to 
attend one of the Andres Institute of Arts concerts. Please let Susan Holroyd know if you can join 
in. 

We were pleased to have a presentation from Brian Nolen of NH4Ukraine. Since the Russian 
invasion, Brian has devoted himself to doing something for the desperate needs of the people of 
Ukraine. He’s made 6 trips to the country to coordinate his efforts and has raised over $330,000 
to fund humanitarian aid such as food, hygiene products, diapers. Brian is now preparing to make 
another 6-month-long visit. Financial support is needed for Brian’s heroic work. See 
NH4Ukraine.org. 

We also had the pleasure of a visit and a short presentation by David Sullivan, on behalf of Hollis’ 
Farley Building project. This noble building in the heart of Hollis center has been vacant since 
2006. His committee is working to restore and give new life to the important landmark. Town 
funding for engineering and design work is sought to make the building a vibrant and modern 
multi-use space for all the Hollis community. The Club applauds David’s efforts for this important 
project. 

—Peter Webb, Secretary 


